Plans Advisory Report 2020/21
The role of this Committee is as a Statutory Consultee; to advise the relevant planning authorities on all planning applications within Henfield Parish. The planning authorities with responsibility for decision-making are Horsham District Council (HDC) and the South Downs National Park Authority.
PAC scrutinises in the order of 150 planning applications a year for Henfield Parish.  Each application is evaluated against the policies contained in the National Planning Policy Framework; the Horsham District Council’s Planning Framework; the South Downs National Park Local Plan; the Horsham Conservation Area Management Plan for Henfield; the emerging Henfield Neighbourhood Plan, and the Henfield Parish Design Statement. Planning applications can only be determined against material planning considerations and, when objecting to an application the objections will be on the grounds that the application is in conflict with the Statutory Planning Framework and the specific policies will be quoted. 
As well as commenting on individual planning applications, the PAC responds to district and regional consultation exercises and has responded to the consultation on the new Horsham District Council’s local Plan, with the increasing pressure on targets for building new houses that Henfield faces.
Councillors Stevens and Perry are also members of the Steering Group that has prepared the emerging Henfield Neighbourhood Plan and its associated documents: the Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment, Basic Conditions Statement, Consultation Statement, and Henfield Parish Design Statement.  This Neighbourhood Plan has reached the Referendum stage; currently held up by the Covid-19 pandemic.
The PAC meets twice a month and residents are welcome to attend. The Horsham Council website provides a link for all planning applications where detailed plans can be viewed and comments made, together with planning policy documents.
Nigel Stevens
Committee Chairman

Committee Members: Nigel Stevens (Chairman), Ann Donoghue, Malcolm Eastwood, Elaine Goodyear, Gillian Perry, Josh Potts, Tony Rickard and Russell Shaw. 

